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Maria Gerych Bussière
Real Estate Broker

450.653.4643
Taking precious care of all your Real Estate needs for 28 years.

Proud to  support our wonderful Théâtre St Bruno Players!



Mot de la ministre 
de la Culture et des Communications

La ministre de la Culture et des 
Communications et ministre responsable 
de la Langue française, 
Mme Nathalie Roy, est fière de soutenir 
la section anglophone de la troupe 
Théâtre St-Bruno Players.

Notre culture est un vecteur de fierté et 
de prospérité pour tous les Québécois. 
En ce sens, des événements comme 
celui-ci contribuent activement à la 
vitalité artistique, créative et économique 
du Québec.

Félicitations aux organisateurs et bon 
spectacle à tous !

Désirée Kazauré
Real Estate Broker

Tel. 514 781 4988

Désirée Kazauré
Real Estate Broker

Tel. 514 781 4988

Compass Realties Inc
Real Estate Agency
2001 Beaubien Est,
Montreal QC, 
H2G 1M3
Tel. 514 727 2001
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(From left to right)  
Allan Rutherford, John Cochrane & Frank White 
(Missing: Liam Ellis-Mergl)

THE construction crew



Welcome to Christmas Eve 1946 
 
It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play is based on the classic holiday 
movie and staged as a live 1940’s radio broadcast. Eight actors portray 
almost 50 different characters with sound effects produced by a live  
Foley Artist*.

The story tells us about George Bailey, a man who spends his whole life 
giving up on his dreams for the good of others. One Christmas Eve, we 
find him broken and suicidal. Due to no fault of his own, a large sum 
of money goes missing and George faces possible scandal and jail. His 
guardian angel, Clarence, falls to Earth and shows him how his town, 
family, and friends would have turned out if he had never been born. 
George touched so many lives; should he really throw away his own?

It’s a Wonderful Life (the film) was released in 1946 starring James 
Stewart and Donna Reed. The film was directed by legendary filmmaker 
Frank Capra and was nominated for Best Picture.

It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play premiered some fifty years later 
in 1996 at Stamford Center for the Arts in Stamford, Connecticut, and 
has since been produced around the U.S.A. and Canada to critical ac-
claim. It is one of the top 10 most produced plays in North America.

*A Foley Artist is a person who creates (or re-creates) sounds, named after Jack 
Foley who was the developer of many sound effect techniques used in filmmaking. 

It’s a Wonderful Life
A Live Radio Play - by Joe Landry
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9 Ch.de la Rabastalière Est

St-Bruno-de-Montarville

450 461-3949

Styliste pour elle et lui 
Ouvert du mardi au samedi

avec rendez-vous

Lucie Poirier, propriétaire

We salute the Ville de Saint-Bruno-de-Montarville for 
its extraordinary support and commitment in helping 
the Théâtre St-Bruno Players maintain the highest 
standards of performances.



A Word from our President
Claire-Andrée Lavoie

Ladies and gentlemen.

The English section of Théâtre St-Bruno 
Players troupe (Est. 1975) is happy to 
present the play It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play by Joe Landry, directed by Dave 
Maynard. Dave shows us that in life the 
secret is to have confidence: life is wonderful. 

If you have a passion for live community 
theatre, become a member of Théâtre St-Bruno Players. We provide 
opportunities in all aspects of production. It’s a great environment to gain 
experience and sharpen your skills. Thank you for your support .  
We wish you all a joyful holiday season.

Every year at Christmastime watching Frank 
Capra’s classic It’s a Wonderful Life is not 
an option in our household - like turkey 
and stuffing, it’s part of the menu. This 
sentimental story of one man’s journey of 
discovery never fails to touch me deeply. I 
am not ashamed to say that the ending often 
brings a tear or two to my eyes.

It has been a joy and an honour for me to direct this piece. I have been 
blessed with a superbly talented cast of actors, singers, musicians and 
supported by amazing people behind the scenes. It is my hope that our 
show will touch your heart and make you smile.

The Andrews Mothers

(From left to right)  
Betty Jean Quinn, Sandra McCallum & Marge Trumper

A Word from OUR DIRECTOR
DAVE MAYNARD

THE SINGERS & MUSICIANS

Johnny Guy & The Misfits

(From left to right)  
Ron Trumper, Dean Lecomte, Jean-Guy Richard & Rick Henning



Cast (in order of appearance)

VOICE OF THE STAGE MANAGER....John Cochrane

FREDDIE FILMORE...........................Derek Quinn
plays Announcer, Joseph, Old Man Collins, Ed, Pete, Man (at Martini’s), Binky, Cop

JAKE LAURENTS................................Andrew Prior
plays George Bailey / Young George

SALLY APPLEWHITE .......................Anita Haas
plays Mary Hatch Bailey / Young Mary

TREVOR WARD..................................David McCallum
plays Henry F. Potter

LANA SHERWOOD............................Emily Fleming
plays Violet Bick / Young Violet, Rose Bailey, Ruth Dakin Bailey, Mrs. Hatch,  
Mrs. Thompson, Schultz, Janie

WILLY KURTZ....................................Mike Fleming
plays Gower, Billy, Sam Wainwright, Peter Bailey, Bridge Keeper, Ernie, Nick, 
Martini, Man (at run on bank), Tommy, Sheriff
 
JUDY LESTER......................................Nancy Somogyi
plays Sadie Vance, Zuzu

HARRY “JAZZBO” HEYWOOD... ...Frank White
plays Harry Bailey / Young Harry, Bert The Cop, Clarence Oddbody, Dr. Campbell, 
Charlie, Mr. Welch

PHIL FOLEY.........................................R.J. Ménard

Setting: Christmas Eve 1946, WBFR Radio, Studio A, New York City

R. J. Ménard (Phil Foley) Rob last played in English as 
Bud (The Stud) Davis in Sex Please, We’re Sixty! and in 
French as Haysterninggenn in Ainsi soient-elles? Other 
productions include: On Golden Pond, Adult Entertainment, 
and as George Hay in Moon Over Buffalo” for which he was 
nominated as Best Actor by the FQTA.

Nancy Somogyi (Judy Lester) Nancy is recently retired 
from CN. While she enjoyed working for the railroad, she 
is enjoying retirement much more! She is the mother of 
two, wife of one, and grandma to her little B. Her interests 
include: golfing, sketching, spending time with her family 
and friends. 

Mike Fleming (Willy Kurtz) Recently promoted to Father-
in-law, Mike is back in action and looking forward to this 
very different type of play. He has lost count of the number 
of roles he has had over the years and is pleased to be 
performing with his daughter again, after sharing the stage 
in The 39 Steps, his favorite play so far.

Frank White (Harry “Jazzbo” Heywood) Frank joined TSBP 
in 2007 playing a woman in Il Campiello. Other roles have 
included The Last Resort, Table Manners (where he had 
to eat 5 bowls of Cornflakes), Blythe Spirit, Calendar Girls 
and most recently, Doubt. He has also directed elementary 
school musicals. 

No food or beverages 
allowed in the auditorium.  
 
Please turn off your cell 
phone, no texting and no 
photography during the 
performance.  
 
Please unwrap any candies 
before the show.



The Players (in order of appearance)

David McCallum (Trevor Ward) David McCallum has 
been a member of the Players for over 30 years. He has 
produced many plays and also acted in many more. 
Favourite roles include Gepetto in Pinocchio,  the father 
of the bride in Maggie’s Getting Married and the Leader 
of Men in Lysistrata. 

Emily Fleming (Lana Sherwood) Emily first trod the 
boards as the Baker’s Wife in Into the Woods, and has 
since played a variety of parts, most recently Catherine 
in The Memory of Water. After spending a while running 
around backstage, she’s delighted to be back acting, and 
especially pleased to be doing so with her dad.

Andrew Prior (Jake Laurents) Andrew is a software 
developer who was born in Toronto, lived and traveled 
extensively in Europe and Africa, and most recently 
settled in Montreal.  Shortly after arriving in Montreal 
he started taking acting  lessons and has recently begun 
acting in small theatre and film productions. 

Derek Quinn (Freddie Filmore) Derek Quinn is retired 
and living in relative anonymity in Saint Bruno, far from 
his former life as an international correspondent for 
Radio-Canada. However, as a member of Théâtre St-
Bruno Players, he has found a new career taking on roles 
as grumpy old men, radio hosts and doctors. 

Anita Haas (Sally Applewhite) Anita’s love of theatre 
started in high school and college, where she appeared 
in roles by Ionesco and Molière. Later as a teacher she 
shared this passion with her students. This is her first 
role with TSBP. She plans to resume breathing normally 
again shortly after the last show.

Set Design Frank White
Musical Director   
& Composer

Jean-Guy Richard

Set Construction John Cochrane, Alan Rutherford,  
Liam Ellis-Mergl & Frank White

Back Stage Crew Liam Ellis-Mergl & Charlie Rossignol
Costumes Lise Lavallee & Sandra McCallum
Make-up The cast
Properties Lise Lavallee
Sound Tom Somogyi
Lighting Bill Gubbe & Ginette Gubbe
Program coordination Danielle Savoie
Poster/Program design Dave Maynard
Transport Mike Fleming
Tickets & Box Office Glyn & Sue Richards, Ann Fleming, 

Marge Trumper
Front of House Ann Fleming, Lucie Prud’homme,  

Bruce Dare, Liz Ross, Betty Docker, 
Elaine Houle, Gigi Jackson,  
Susie Cummins, Glenn Patrick,  
Diane Lavigne, Alan Rutherford,  
Chris Brookes

Advertising Marge Trumper, Ginette Larocque,  
Ann Fleming, Désirée Kazauré

Production Team

Pat St-Germain
Producer

John Cochrane
Stage Manager

A BIG thank you to Kelsey Roy for the hair tips. You rock!!!



After a brief illness, beloved TSBP founding member Peter Crooks 
passed away on August 19th, 2019. He was 83 years old. Peter Anthony 
Crooks was a pillar of Saint-Bruno and Montreal community theatre.

He was born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1935 and came to Canada to study 
at McGill and Concordia. He later worked for Canada Packers, Pratt and 
Whitney and Canadian Pacific Rail before opening a bookstore in Saint-
Bruno which he named Libra. It was a meeting place for bibliophiles of 
all genres for many years. 

Peter appeared in the company’s first play in 1975, Agatha Christie’s 
The Mousetrap. He directed more than 100 plays for the Players and 
designed and built the sets for countless more productions. He was an 
ardent theater enthusiast and traveled around the Greater Montreal area 
to attend hundreds of amateur and professional plays every year. During 
theatre festivals, he could attend up to thirty plays in a week. 

He also developed, produced and directed plays for young adults for 
several summer seasons under the Théâtre St-Bruno Players banner. 
Generations of parents in Saint-Bruno saw their preteen and teenage 
children grow more confident over the years through their involvement 
in these summer theater camps. Peter acted in many roles and was 
an invaluable resource for the play selection committee and for the 
technical aspects of the Théâtre St-Bruno Players, as well as serving for 
several years on the troupe’s executive committee. 

He frequently performed in one-act plays and monologues for Club 55 
and other not-for-profit groups, and took the players on the road to 
outlying towns and villages, as well as to CÉGEPS in Montreal and the 
South Shore. 

This production of It’s a Wonderful Life is dedicated to the memory of 
Peter Anthony Crooks 1935-2019. Good-bye Old Friend.

CURTAIN CALL FOR PETER CROOKS
A PILLAR OF COMMUNITY THEATRE

Portrait of Peter Crooks painted by local artist André Leblanc 
(Photo: David McCallum)


